(U) Chapter 4 - Campaign Links to Russia

Key Question #2: DId the Russian active measures include links between Russia and individ-
uals associated with political campaigns or any other U.S. persons?

{U) A key focus of the Committee’s
investigation was whether Russian active
measures directed at the 2016 U.S. election
{see Chapter 3) “Include[d] links between
Russia and individuals associated with
political campaigns or any other U.S.
persons.”! The first part of this chapter
reflects the Committee’s answer to that
question with respect to the Trump
campaign. The second part of this chapter
addresses the Clinton campaign.

(U} The “links” between individuals
assoclated with the campaigns and Russla
have often been publicly described as
inquiries into whether there was “collusion”
between individuals associated with either
candidate Trump or Clinton and the Russian
government. One challenge with describing
potential “links” with the Russian
government as “collusion” is that the term
“collusion” may mean different things to
difierent people, as exemplified in witness
testimony before the Committee.
Particularly in light of Special Counsel
Robert Mueller’s continuing criminal
investigation—which has a different focus
and the Committee agreed not to impeda—
it is important to note that the term
“collusion” does not, by itself, describe a
criminal offense, Unlike the closely-related
concept of “conspliracy,” there is no
applicable statute that sets out the
elements of “collusion.” “Collusion” is
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therefore an ambiguous term, not a precise
legal one.

Trump Campaign

{U) The Committee cast a wide net,
generally asking each witnesses whether
they had evidence of any “collusion,”
“coordination,” or “conspiracy” between
Russia and candidate Trump or any of his
associates, The Committee also
investigated potential Trump campaign links
with Russia, focusing on credible allegations
within the scope of the agreed-upon
parameters. Matters investigated by the
Committee Include allegations pertaining to:

« candidate Trump's business
dealings;

» the campaign’s policy positions and
personnel;

s involvement in or knowledge about
the publication of stolen emails; and

¢ meetings with Russians.

{U) In the course of witness interviews,
reviews of document productions, and
investigative efforts extending well over a
year, the Commitiee did not find any
evidence of collusion, conspiracy, or
coordination hetween the Trump campaign
and the Russians, While the Committee
found that several of the contacts betwean
Trump associates and Russians—or their
proxies, including WikiLeaks—were ill-
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advised, the Committee did not determine
that Trump or anyone associated with him
assisted Russia’s active measures campaign.

DIRECT EVIDENCE OF COLLUSION,
CONSPIRACY, OR COORDINATION

{U} Finding #25: When asked directly, none
of tha interviewed witnesses provided
avidence of collusion, coerdination, or
conspiracy between the Trﬁmp campaign
and the Russian government,

{U) The Commitiee interviewed high-
ranking current and former government
officials, along with numerous Trump
campaign members, Trumpe administration
officizls, and other Trump associates. Mone
of the witnesses testified they had evidence
of collusion between the campaign and
anyone affiliated with the Russian
government. In most of the Commiiieg’s
witness interviews, the witness was asked
directly for any evidence of “collusion,
coordination or conspiracy” with any
element of the Russian government to
influence the outcome of the 2016 U.S.
presidentizt election. This question was
asked with respect to the witness’ own
actions; the actions of candidate Trump; the
actions of anyone officially affilisted with
the campaign; or the actions of anyene
unofficially affiliated with the campaign,
defined as including “wannabes,” “hangers-
on,” and “people who representad
themselves as being part of the campazign.””
Each witness was given wide latitude in
answering these guesiions, but nane
producsd any evidence. For example,
Trump’s son-in-law and senior advisor Jared

Kushner stated categorically that the Trump
campaign “did not collude, coonerate,
whatever other ‘C" words you used, with
any foreign governments.”

{U) Several former government officials
testified that, even though there was no
evidence of collusion betwean Trump
campaign associates and the Russian
government, they were aware of contacis
and interactions of potential concern. For
example, former CIA Director John Brennan
stated in open session, “l encountered and
arn aware of information and intelligence
that revealed contacts and interactions
between Russian officials and U.S. persons
involved in the Trump camgpaign that 1 was
¢oncerned about because of known Russian
efforts 1o suborn such individuals, and it
raised questions in my mind. . . whether or
not the Russians were able to gain the
cooperation of those individuals.”® Brennan
continued, however, “| don’t know whether
or not such collusion . . . existed.”’

{U) Similarly, former DN! James Clapper
stated that he was aware of the same
information to which Brennan referred,
“that my dashboard warning lighis were on
just because of that.”® However,
reaffirming his prior public statements, he
told the Comrnitiee that, “l didn’t have any
evidence—I don't care how vou want to
caveat it—of collusion.””

BUSINESS DEALINGS

{U) Finding #26: The Committee found no
evidence that President Trump’s pre-
campaign business dealings formed the
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basis for collusion during the campaign.

{U) As a political outsider who had
never run for office, Donald Trump did not
have a political record to analyze, criticize,
or rely upon during the 2016 campaign.
Therefore, his long and varied business
career garnered significant attention from
supporters, opponents, and cpposition
researchers alike. Eventually, as described
in the second half of this chapter, candidate
Trump’s pre-campaign business dealings
with Russians became a subject of
significant opposition research.

(U) As noted above, the Committee’s
investigation was focused on the time
period of the 2016 election. Trump's pre-
campalign dealings were within scope only
to the extent they formed the basis for, or
were otherwise linked to, Improper concuct
during the elections, As one of the
Committee Members said during an
interview, the key question was if any
business “relationships, whether directly or
indirectly or just by some other means, had
the effect that there was a preexisting
relationship with Russia, and that that
preexisting refationship may have in some
way inspired the Trump campa'ign to have a
contact with the Russian Government to
coordinate, collude, or conspire to help
them win the election over Hillary
Clinton,”*

{U) The Committee focused only on any
potential financial improprieties relating to
the etection. In particular, the Committee
examined the Miss Universe pageant in
Moscow in 2013; the Trump Organization’s

unsuccessful efforts to build a Trump Tower
in Moscow in late 2015 and early 2016; and
other assorted claims of Russian financial
ties to the Trump family, The Committee
did not uncover any evidence that any of
those matters formed the basis for
cellusion, coordination, or conspiracy
between Trump or his associates and the
Russian government during the 2016 U.S,
presidential election.

{U) Miss Universe 2013: Before he was
a political candidate, Trump owned the Miss
Universe Organization. The decision to hold
the 2013 Miss Universe annual pageant in
Moscow was a unanimous one made by
representatives of the Trump Organization
and NBC—the event’s broadcaster—with
approval of the president of the Miss
Unlverse organization.”! Michael Cohen, an
attorney and former Executive Vice
President of the Trump Organization, told
the Committee 50 percent of the fees
earned for the pageant went to NBC.” “[O]
f the $12.2 million in foreign income that
{the Miss Universe pageant] earned {in
2013], a substantial portien of it was
attributable to the Moscow event.”

{U) The 2013 pageant’s hosts were Aras
and Emin Agalarov, father and son of a
wealthy Azerbaijani-Russian family in
Moscow. The Agalarovs’ company, Crecus
Group, owned the venue where the pageant
was held." The Agalarovs and Crocus
Group wanted to host the event in Moscow
because they wanted to have the pageant in
Lheir company’s building, Crocus City Hall,
and it was a way to promote Emin’s music
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career, who performed at the pageant.*
The Agalarovs have connections with seniar
individuals and elements of the Russian
government,'® and Aras received the Order
of Henor from Viadimir Putin.*’ The
decision to hoid the pageant in Moscow
originated from an “ofi-the-cuff” discussion
between Emin Agalarov, his manager, and a
representative frem the Miss Universe
pageant.”

UNCLASSIFIED

EMIN AGALAROV AT THE 2013 MISS
UNIVERSE PAGEANT IN MOSCOW

Souts: Toa Mt

UNCLASSIFIED

{U) The Agalarovs first met Trump in
person in 2012 in connection with the Miss
USA pageant in Las Vegas.” The Agalarovs
and Trump signad the contract te hold the
pageant in Moscow during the weekend of
the Miss USA pageant in January 2013.% At
the conclusion of the 2013 Miss USA
pageant, Trump and the Agalarovs
announced on stage that the Miss Universe
pageant that year would be held in
Moscow.™ In a June 18, 2013 tweet, Trump
publicly asked, “Do you think Putin will he
going to The Miss Universe Pageant in
November in oscow —if so, will he
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become my new best friend?””

{U} Leading up to the Miss Universe
pageant, the issue of President Putn
passibly attending came “up a number of
times” among those planning the pageant.”
Emin’s manager Bobert Goldstone and the
head of the pageant organization had
“casual” conversations with one another,
but every time Geldstone asked Emin 2bout
it, Emin replied the pageant would have had
to go through “ofiicial channels” to make
the request, indicating that the event was
not officizlly related to the Russian
government.” At the time, according to
Goldstone, Emin cast doubt on whether
President Putin would attend, stating “if this
was in America, would Barack Obzma
aftend? Probably not. It's 2 beauty
pageant. But there is a chance, mavhe, of
some kind of meeting.”* 8efore the
pageant, however, President Putin’s press
secretary called and told Trump and others
that President Puiin would not atiend the
pageant, and he did not.”®

{U} While in Moscow, Trump, zlong
with his head of security, atiended the
pageant and several pageant-related
events.”” For example, Trump attended an
event hosted by the Agalarovs at & well-
known restaurant with local businessmen.”

{U] Although there were allegations in
the Steele dossier that Trump engaged in
ilficit activities with prostitutes in the
presidential suite at the Riiz-Carlion hotsl,
the Committee found nc svidence to
support these allegations. Trump’s former

head of security, || N testified that

O R
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although somebody during a meeting in
Moscow JCid not know who—
“mentioned sending women to [Trump’s]
room,’ | responded “absolutely not,
we don’t do that.”" | tod the
Committee he advised Trump of the
comment, and they both laughed about it.
I 2 /<o testified he walked Trump to
his room that night, remained for a few

minutes, and did not observe anybody enter
the room. ™

(U} Trump Tower Moscow: While in
Russia for the Miss Universe pageant,
Trump met with the Agalarovs and
discussed a possible joint real estate
development in Moscow.™ The proposed
project was a Trump Tower in Moscow
adjacent to the Agalarov-owned Crocus City
Hall; according to Donald Trump Jr., “it
fizzled out” after a few months.**

(U) Trump Qrganization lawyer Michael
Cohen was not involved in those original
discussions regarding Trump Tower
Moscow. In approximately September
20135, he received a separate proposal for
Trump Tower Moscow from a businessman
named [l > According to Cohen,
the concept of the project was that “[t]he
Trump Organization would lend its name
and management skills, but it was not going
to borrow any money and it would not have
any resulting debt for the purchase of the
land and the building of the facility.”**
Cohen worked on this idea with [Jilij and
his company, the Bayrock Group, a real
estate consultancy that had previously
worked with the Trump Organization. [l

has a unigue and colorful background, and
described for the Committee his path from
Wall Street banker to white-collar criminal
to government informant.*

(U} After signing a letter of intent with
a local developer in October 2015, Cohen
and il exchanged a number of emails
and text messages in late 2015 detailing
their attempts to move the project forward.
For instance, in December 2015, [ tried
to get Cohen and candidate Trump to travel
to Russia to work on the project.”

(U) Several of i communications
with Cohen involved an attempt to broker a
meeting or other ties between candidaie
Trump and President Putin, and purported
to convey Russian government interest in
the project.* Perhaps most notably, Il
told Cohen in a November 3, 2015, email,
“[bjuddy our boy can become President of
the USA and we can engineer it."” [l
continued that if “Putin gets on stage with
Donald for a ribbon cutting for Trump
Muoscow, ... Donald owns the republican
nomination.”* This assertion apparently

arose from il rather grandiose theory

that cementing a deal with a hostile U.S.
adversary would increase candidate
Trump's foreign policy bona fides.”!

(U testified that his
communications with Cohen regarding
President Putin were "mere puffery,”
designed to elicit a response from the

' Trump Organization to move the project

along.* - explained that “[ulntil the
bank writes the check, it's all salesmanship
and promotion to try to get many, many,
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many parties towards the center te try to
get the deal done.”™ Cohen similarly
characterized i as "s salesman” who
“uses very colorful language.”**

{U) When the project started
proceeding too siowly for the Trump
Orgariization,* Cohen and i began to
exchange acrimonious text messages.”® As
part of those text messages|Jjjjjj told
Cohen that President Putin’s people were
backing the deal, mcluding “this is thru
Putins [sic] administration, and nothing gets
done there without approval from the top,”
as well as meetings in Russia with
“Ministers” and “Putins [sic] top
administration pecple.”” [ 2lso
mentioned Dmitry Peskov {President Putin's
spokesman) would “most likely” be
included.™

{U)} Cohen thus attempted to reach out
to members of the Russizn government in
zn attempt to make the project proceed,
but apparently did not have any direct
paints of contact. For example, Cohen sent
an email to a general press mailbox at the
Kremlin in an effort to reach Peskov.®
Cohen's message notes that he has been
working with a local partner to build a
Trump Tower in NMoscow and that
communications have stailed with the lacal
partner.”’ The email further seeks contact
with Peskov 5o they may “discuss the
speciiics as weill as arrangfe] meetings with
the appropriate individuals *** Based on the
documentis produced to the Committee, it
does not appear {ohen ever received a
response from anyone gffiliated with the

TNk (¥ ¥
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Russian government.

{U} R testmony likewise made
clear that neither President Putin nor any
element of the Russian government was
actually directly involved in the project. For
instance, in one exchange, [JJJjj testified he
was offering the Trump Organization access
to one of [ acauaintances. This
acquaintance was an acguainiance of
someone alse who is “partners on areal
estate development with a friend of
Putin's.”> [ t=stified that he was
unaware of “any direct meetings with any
[Russian] government officials” in
connection with the Trump Tower Moscow
project.”® In addition, neither candidate
Trump nor Cohen traveled to Russia in

support of the deal.™

{U) Il v 25 unequivecal in his
testimony that none of the Russians
sfiiliated with the Trump Tower Moscow.
project had any communications with him
“in which [he} wias] asked to do something
on behalf of the Russian government that
{he] knews was on behalf of the Russian
Government” with respect to the U.S,
election.®™ Nene of those communications
*were intended for [l to take action to
have a ccmmunication with or take some
action to influence the 2016 Presidential
election.”** The Committee therefore
assesses thafjjij was attempting to
leverage political contacts for business
purposes, rather than the other way
arogund.

{U} 1t appears the Trump Tower
Moscow project failed in January 2016.57
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Trump Jr. testified that, as of early June
2016, he believed the Trump Tower
Moscow project was dormant.*® The
project failed because “[t]he due diligence
did not come through” and the Trump
Qrganization’s representative “lost
confidence in the licensee, and {he]
abandoned the project.”®” In fact, the
Trump Organization did not have a
confirmed site, so the deal never reached
the point where the company was
discussing financing arrangements for the
project.”” The Committee determined that
the Trump Tower Moscow project did not
progress beyond an early developmental
phase, and that this potential licensing deal
was not refated to the Trump campaign.™

(U) Other Alleged Financial Dealings: In
addition to the Miss Universe and Trump
Tower Moscow projects, a number of
withesses were asked about Trump family
financtal dealings, sometimes stretching
back decades.” For example, Trump Jr. was
asked about Russians: buying units in
Trump Tower in 1984 (when he was seven
years old);” buying properties in southern
Florida for which the Trump brand was a
licensor;’ being involved in the Trump
International Hotel in Toronto for which the
Trump Organization was the brand and not
the developer; and having unspecified
involvement in a licensing project for the
Trump Ocean Club in Panama.™® The
Committee does not have any evidence that
there is a nexus batween these activities
ant the 2016 campaign, or information that
contradicts representations made in a

[ L

March 8, 2017 letter from Trump’s lawyers
regarding his Russia-related financial
dealings over the previous ten years.”

POLICY POSITIONS

{U) During the campaign, candldate
Trump and several of his campaign agdvisars
expressed policy views towards Russia quite
tlifferent than those espoused by much of
the Republican foreign policy establishment,
including previous Repuhlican nominee Mitt
Romney, who labeled Russia “our number
one geopolitical foe” during the 2012
election, Infact, a significant number of
Republican foreign policy experts made
statements during the c;ar‘ﬁpalgl‘l that they
would not work for the Trump campaign.

As aresult, the campalign relied on many
lesser-known—or in some cases unknown—
advisors on foreign policy issues.

{U) Additionally, a ptank of the 2016
Republican platform pertaining to the
Ukraine has been the subject of substantial
coniroversy. The question for the
Committee was whether candidate Trump's
policy posittons—and the campaign’s
involvement in the debate over the Ukraine
platform plank—reflected legitimate policy
positions, or something more nefarious.
The Commmittee found no evidence that the
policy positions of the Trump campaign
were the result of collusion, coordination,
or conspiracy with the Russians, In the

* words of || Trvrmp cempaign

policy official involved in the platform issue,
“[t]here was no coordination or thought for
coordination. The idea to have better
relaticns with Russia was a Mr. Trump idea
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that | thought was reasonable to support.”™

{U} Finding #27: The Republican national
security establishment’s cpposition to
candidate Trump created opportunities for
two less-experienced individuals with pro-
Russia views to sérve as campaign
advisors: George Papadopoulos and Carter
Page.

{U) The Republican foreign policy
establishment was critical of candidate
Trump, who had to turn elsewhere for
support. Cn March 2, 2016, 122 saif-
described “GOP National Security Leaders”
signed an “Open Letter to Donald Trump”
refusing to support then-candidate Tru mp. =
The next day, Trump announced Senator
laff Sessians as chairman of his National
Security Advisory Commitiee [NSAC). A few
weeks later, following continuing media
criticism of his failure to publicly name a
foreign policy team,” candidate Trump
named five foreign policy advisorsin a
March 21, 2016 meeting with The
Washington Post editorizl board: Walid
Phares, Carter Page, George Papadepouios,
Joe Schmitz, and Keith Kellogg.™

{U) The opposition to Trump's
candidacy by the vast majority of the
conservative national security
astablishment paved the way for lesser-
known individuals, such as the then 28-year-
old Papadopoulos, to join the Trump
campaign. Page was another unknown

. brought into the periphery of the Trump
campaign to fill the vacuum left bv more
experienced national security specialists
who wers unwilling to advise candidate

[}

Trump. There is no evidence that anyone
on the Trump campaign was aware of
Page’s past ties to Russian intellizence
services—or Papadopoulos’ more recent
contacts with a Russian-connected
professcr—when thase fwo individuals
were Included among the advisors that
were publicly announced on March 21. In
fact, as Kushner candidly put it, “we put
together that list because we were getting 2
lot of pressure from the media to putout a
list of foreign policy advisers.””

UNCLASSIFIED

GOP National Security Leaders
QOpen Letter o Donald Trump

STATRAMENT 4y FORMER NATIUNAL SLCURITY (FFIC1ALS
The undermmed ingriadiads 2 e all senved 12 senix refiamnl securty
andial Foraiga poliy pusiees in Repudican Adminim=tans. fiom
Hichard Nowa i Ceerge W Bosh W e wewked daectly o
raions] sermey oues vl These Repeticas Presidenss =xdior then
oruncipal pdhesers durang warime and o penads of css, llucach
satvriscs o falikes W Ravw e personad aralings oo ofa
Pesrdem of d Vhursd Sianss

Nooe of @ wifl vole foo Do Teump

Sowpa: The Now York Tines

UNCLASSIFIED

{U) These five advisers were
subsequently incarporated inte the NSAC,
which was part of the campaign’s D.C.-
based palicy shop.” The NSAC was chaired
by Senater Sessions and directed by J.D.
Gordon, a retired davy officer and farmer
Depariment of Defense spokesman.” Some
members of the NSAC met with candidate
Trump in Washington, D.C. en March 31,
2016. Page did not attend. Each advisor in
attendance, including Papadepoulas,
briefed the group on a topic of their choice.
Papadopoulos spoke about Russia,
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However, in the opinion of one advisor,
Walid Phares, the primary purpose of the
meeting was about optics rather than
substance: “the meeting was about the
picture and to send the message that: | have
a foreign policy team.”™

UNCLASSIFIED
NSAC MEETING WITH
CANDIATE TRUMP

HATIGIALSECUAITY MEETIR
TRUMP

MHAETAMIRICA GREAT ACAINS
WML
airy

Kot TcHer
UNCLASSIFIED

(U) Page was, according to NSAC
director Gordon, “very loosely affiliated
with the campaign and had really no roles
or responsibilities.”” The Committee
assesses that Page played no major role In
Lthe campaign, and had no meaningful
access to senior leadership.

(U) Page did not attend the March 31,
2016, NSAC meeting with then-candidate
Trump, and has never met him.”” Although
members of the NSAC accasionally gathered
for meals in the Washington, D.C. area, they
never again met as a group with candidate
Trump.”™ Kushner provided a blunt
assessment of the role, or lack thereof,
played by the individuals on the initial list of
'publicly—announced foreign policy advisors:
“[Tlhe amount of interaction they had with
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the actual campaign or influence they had
on anything that happened in the campaign
was virtually nonexistent.””* Gordon
lestified to the Committee that he agreed
with the assertion that the NSAC was
minimally influential In the context of the
broader campaign.™

(U} Finding #28: The change in the
Republican Party platform regarding
Ukraine resuited in a stranger position -
against Russia, not a weaker one, and
there is no evidence that Paul Manafort
was involved.

{U} It has been widely reported that the
2016 Republican Party platform was
weakened with respect to Ukraine, perhaps
as a favor to Russia or some other nefarious
reason. After reviewing the Republican
Party platform amendment process,
Interviewing those Involved, and reviewing
document productions, the Committee
determined that the original plank was
strengthenad, rather than weakened—and
there is no evidence that language
advocating for the provisions of “lelhal
defensive weapons” was improperly
removed,

{U) On July 11, 2016, the Republican
National Committee Platform Committee
met to discuss and debate amendments to
the platform. As drafted, the platform
referenced “a resurgent Russia occupying
parts of Ukraine,” but included no language
about support to Kiev {see inset). R
B o Texas, a member of the National
Security/Military Platform Subcommittee,
offered an amendment that would “support
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maintaining {(and, if warranted, increasing)
sanctions against Russia until Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territory integrity are fully
restored.”** [ IR
amendment further called on the United
States to provide “lethal defensive weapons
to Ukraine’s armed forces and greater
coordination with NATO [North Atlantic
Treaty Qrganization] on defense

planning.”*

UNCLASSIF_IED
Original RNC Plank H

{U} In the internaticnal arena, weakness invites
aggression. The results of the [Obamal Administra-
tion’s unilzteral approzch to disarmament are
alresdy clear: An emboldened China in the South
| China Sea, 2 resurgent Russla occupying parts of
Ukraine and threatening neighbors from the Baltic
to the Caucasus, zn aggressive Islamist terrorist
| network in Middle East. All our adversaries heard

the message in the [Obama] Administration’s cut-
. backs: America is weaker and retreating,

UNCLASSIFIED

al but three words o R

amendment.**

| to the armed forces of Ukraine and grezter coordi-

- {U} We support meintzining and, i warranted,

UNCLASSIFIED
Final RNC Plank

increasing sanctions, together with our allies,
against Russia unlass and untl Ukraing's sover-
gignty and territorial integrity are iully restaorzd.
We zlso support providing agpropriate assistance

T T RN R

nation with NATO defense planning.
UNCLASSIFIED

(U} Much of |l cendment was
sdopted, but—following debate among the
delegates—the final version called for the
United States to provide “appropriate
assistance” rather than “lethal defensive
weapons.”® The Committee assesses that
“appropriate assistance” provided flexibility,
and could encompass lethal defensiva
weapons as well as humanitarian aid,
medical supplies, and meals-ready-to eat.
in any event, even without the words
“lethal defensive weapons,” the final draft
of the platform “was tougher agzsinst
Russiza” than the original after incorporating

b Fi
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{U) The Committee also investigated
what role, if any, Paul Manzfort played in
the Trump campaign’s response o
Denman’s amendment. Manafori, a
veteran of numerous Republican
canr‘npaigns,35 had long represented the
government of Ukrzine, the pro-Russian
former president of Ukraine Viktor
Yanukovich, and Yanukovich's Party of
Regions.™ in late March 2016, candidate
Trump hired Manafort to-lead “delegate-
corralling efforts at the Republican National
Convention.”® Then-campaign manager

B cstificc that, when
manafort was hired, || N I 2<< no

attempt to vet him and was entirely
unaware of Manafort’s past work in
Ukrine.* In May 2016, Manafort was
promoted to campaign chairman and, after
R = fired the next month,
“evolve[d}” into the role of de facto
campaign manager.*

{U] Manafort left the campaign in
August 2016 following news reports that he

” 2
i13 +
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had received $12.7 million in secret
payments for his work on behalf of
Yanukovich's Party of Regions; news
reporting also alleged that Manafort and his
aide Rick Gates had “directly orchestrated a
cavert Washington lobbying operation” on
behalf of the party—while failing to register
as foreign agents.™ Campaign press
secretary Hope Hicks recalled that, after
receiving press inquiries about Manafort’s
“professional history,” a major story broke
on the evening of August 14, 2016,
According to Hicks, “Trump had made a
decision to make a change in leadership on
the campaign outside of Paul's issues that
were being publicly reported,” but those
issues “certainly contributed to expediting
and intensifying the way in which his role
changed, and then ultimately he was fired
at the end of that week.”¥ Trump directed
his son-in-law Jared Kushner to ensure
Manafort departed the campaign on August
19, which he did.”* As Kushner put it, “[t]
here was a lot of news that was out there,
and the decision was that it was time for

UNCLASSIFIED
PAUL MANAFORT RESIGNS

(o 3 AV DR AT e o o a1 o0t Fig vanres S o b
POV LT
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Seuite Pt

UNCLASSIFIED

nia

hirm to resign,

(U) Given Manafort's past work in
Ukraine, If the Ukraine plank change was
made as a favor to the Russian government,
it seems likely that then-campaign chairman
Manafort would have known about it.
However, campaign records produced to
the Commiltee show that Manafort had no
role in, or contemporaneous knowledge of,
the platform change. On July 30, 2016,
Manafort sent an email, copying Gates, to
Rick Dearborn, then a senior campaign
policy official and Sessions’ chief of staff: I
pather that there was a change In the
platform that removed arming Ukraine. |
don’t know anything about this change.
Who pushed for it and why was it done?"™

{U} In response, Dearborn generated a
memorandum, dated August 1, 2016,
outlining a detailed sequence of events that
occurred between July 10 and 12, 2016.°°
As part of that memo, J.D. Gordon created a
timeline that noted candidate Trump’s
paticy statements—including at a March 31,
2016, national security meeting—served as
the basis for the maodification of Denman’s
amendment.”’ Gordon’s timeline made it
clear that the change was initiated by
campaign staffers at the convention—not
by Manafort or senior officials. Although
Pape expraessed support after the fact, the
Committee did not find any evidence that
he actively participated in the modification
of Denman’s “red line amendment
providing lethal assistance to Ukraine.

PUBLICATION OF STOLEN EMAILS

#98
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(U) Finding #29: There is no evidence that
Trump associates were involved in the
theft or publicaiion of Clinton campaign-
related emails, although Trump associates
had numerous ill-advised contacts with
Wikileaks.

{U) There is no evidence that Trump or
anyane associated with him played a role in
the hacking of emails from the DNC and
Clinton campaign chairman John Podesta,
among other entities and individuzals,
detailed in Chapter 2. As also discussed in
Chapter 2, the Committes concurs with the
IC’s assessment that Wikiteaks was one of
the vehicles for the public dissemination of
emails stolen by Russians. Asnoted in
Chapter 3, on Octoger 7, 2016, the
Depariment of Homeland Security and
Office of the Director of National
intelligence released a public statement
that “[t]he U.S. Intellipence Coemmunity is
confident that the Russian Govarnment
directed the recent compromises of e-mails
from US persons and insiitutions, including
us political 4:}l‘ganizat1'ons.":':i The statement
also specifically tied WikiLeaks 1o the
Russian-directed disclosures.

{U) Trump campaign communications
made ample use of the publicly available
emails, which were reported by virtually all
major media outlets. Regarding WikiLeaks,
Trump Jr. testified that “[a}t the time, |
lcoked at them as essentially a media
outlet” and an "opportunistic crganization”

that would have also put out negative
information on Trump if it had it."™ For

Senator Sessions, reference to Wikiteaks

TOP SECRET/

material in campaign statements was the
product of delii‘nemﬁoﬁ: “aAnd so, |
remember making a decision that it [3 trove
of hacked emails] was in the public domain,
and it would be silly not to use it. So [used
it. although | could understand somebody
else not wanting t0.”™" For campaign press
secretary Hope Hicks, use of emails

published by WikiLeaks was uncentroversial

because such information was availabie in
the public domain.’™

UNCLASSIFIED
WIKILEAKS RELEASES CLINTON EMAILS
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{U) Similarly, candidate Trump stated at
a rally on October 10, 2016—three days
after the release of Podesta’s emazlls began
and the IC publicly tied WikiLeaks’
dissemination to “Russia’s senior-most
officials” —that “I love Wikiteaks.™™ Trump
had earlier encouraged the Russians to “find
the 30,000 emails that are missing” from
Hillary Clinton’s private server.'” {These
emails, which were the irequent subject of
campaign talking points, should not be

/NCFCRNIR
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conflated with the DNC emails. The
Committee did not receive evidence that the
emails from Clinton’s private server were
stolen by the Russians—or anyone else.)'™

(U} Particularly in light of candidate
Trump's expressed enthusiasm for WikiLeaks,
the Committee examined the relationship
between his associates and the stolen emails.

The Commitiee did not find any evidence that

Trump associates were involved in the
publication of emails by WikiLeaks anil other
outlets—or had access to such emails or other
stolen Information prior to their becoming
publicly available.'”

{U) The Committee did find that multiple
Trump associates went beyond mere praise
and established lines of communication with
WikiLeaks during the campaign. Such contacts
were imprudent in light of WikiLeaks’ role in
disseminating stolen emails in line with
Russian interests—and CIA Director Mike
Pompeo’s post-election characterization of
WikiLeaks as a hostile non-state intelligence
service that “overwhelmingly focuses on the
United States, while seeking support from anti
-democratic countries and organizations” such
as the Russian military intelligence service
{(GRU)."”

(V) George Papadopoulos: Foreignh policy
advisor Papadopoulos was told by Russian-
linked academic Joseph Mifsud in April 2016
that the Russians had “dirt” on Clinton in the
form of "emails of Clinton.”"™ However, the
Committee found no evidence that
Papadopoulos obtained these emails or that
the Trump campaign had a role in facilitating
the Russian governn}ent's dissemination of

stolen data. Nor did any witness shed light on
the provenance of the emails, or clarify that
Mifsud was referring to emails actually stolen
by the Russians {(as opposed to, for example,
emalls missing from Clinton’s private server.)
The Committee also found no evidence that
Papadopoulos told anyone affiliated with the
Trump campaign about Mifsud’s claims that
the Russians had “dirt” on candidate Clinton.

{U] Michael Flynn: On luly 15, 2016,
retired Lieutenant General and Trump
national security advisor Michael Flynn
forwarded an email to communications
advisor | in =n attempt to connect
a friend from the military with the campaign’s
social media operation. Flynn included the
following editorial comment: “There are a
number of things happening {and will happen)
this election via cyber operations (hy both
hacktivists, nation-states and the DNC),"*
This statement does not necessarily indicate
non-public knowledge, and could have instead
reflected commentary on then-current public
events—including the mid-lune attribution of
the DMC hack to Russia by the security firm
CrowdStrike, and the subsequent claim of
credit by the then-unknown persona "Guccifer
2.0.” (See Chapter 2.)

{U) Donald Trump lr.: During the course
of the Committee’s interview with Trump Ir,, a
news report from CNN appeared online
claiming he was given a pre-release
notification of a WikiLeaks release of Podesta
emails.™® The article appeared at 1:01 p.m.,

while Trump Jr, was still being interviewed by
the Committee behind closed doors, which
concluded at 5:51 p.m.”*' CNN's initial report
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claimed Trump Jr. received an email on
September 4, 2016, alerting him to an
upcoming release of hacked emails.

(U) The email in question was from an
individual named | \ho
sent a lengthy email to a number of
individuals associated with the Trump
Organization, including Trump Jr., providing
access to hacked DNC emails.”? The email
was actually dated September 14, 2016, the
day after WikiLeaks published a tranche of
Podesta emails, and thus did not
substantiate allegations of prior knowledge
of the release.'™ CNN subsequently issued
a correction, noting the error.’

(U) When asked about the email by the
Committee, Trump Jr. testified that he did
not have any recollection of the email,
stating that he “get([s] stuff from people that
—you know, people put my email address
online every few months, and | get a bunch
of people that do the same thing and then
they start bombarding you with stuff.”**
Trump Jr. went further to state that while
he may have met a | N -t
some point in time, he was not sure of the
identity of this individual.**®

(V) At the outset, Trump Jr. told the
Committee that, although he was not aware
of any coordination “between the Trump
campaign and WikiLeaks to disseminate
information acquired from the Podesta
email or the DNC server,”*" he did
exchange Twitter direct messages with
WikiLeaks beginning on September 20,
2016, and October 3, 2016."® WikiLeaks

initiated both exchanges.*® Trump Jr.

G By

testified that he was not aware of the
reasons why WikiLeaks decided to reach out
to him directly, but hypothesized that such
direct messaging was likely due to the fact
that he “was retweeting a bunch of their
stuff. . .” and that he has “a relatively
formidable social media platform.”**

(U) In the first exchange, on September
20, 2016, WikiLeaks sent a direct message
to Trump JIr. to alert him to a “PAC run anti-
Trump site” that was about to launch.
WikiLeaks “guessed the password” and sent
it to Trump Jr. and asked for comments.**
Trump Jr. responded the next day, “[o]ff the
record | don't know who that is but t'll ask
around.”** Trump Ir. subsequently logged
into the site using the WikiLeaks-supplied
password, which had also been made
publicly available.'”

(U) Following that exchange, Trump Jr.
emailed some Trumyp campaign officials, to
include Kellyanne Conway, Steve Bannon,
and Jared Kushner to advise them of the
contact and seek their advice.'* In a follow
-up email, Trump Jr. noted the WikiLeaks
message intimated “some connection we
[the Trump campaign] should be aware
of”*®* The Committee did not receive any
documents or information that reflected a
response to Trump Jr.’s email, although
Hope Hicks recalled that—after being
forwarded the email by Kushner—she
“might have expressed concern to
somebody about putting passwords in
unknown websites, just as a general
practice, not specific to WikiLeaks.”**

(U) On October 3, WikiLeaks passed

o s e A ~ =<+~ 50 - -
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along a story reporting Clinton’s comments
about Julian Assange and noted “(ilt'd be
great if you guys could comment on/push
this story.”'*" Trump Jr. responded about
90 minutes later: “Already did that earlier
today. It's amazing what she can get away
with.”'*® Trump Jr. then wrote: “What's
behind this Wednesday leak | keep reading
about?”*™ Trump Jr. was seeking
information on what was purported to be,
another future leak of Podesta-related

o 130
emails.”™ There was no response.

{U} After October 3, 2016, Trump Jr.
received numerous messages from
WikiLeaks that:

o suggest a website link to use if the
campaign refers to Wikileaks in a
tweet and suggests having
supporters search through the
leaked Podesta emalls, noting
WikiLeaks “just released” "Part 4" of
those emails;'™!

o seek then-candidate Trump's tax
returns and suggests leaking them to
“improve the perception of
[WikiLeaks'] impartiality”;'®

o suggest challenging the results
should Trump lose the election;™*

o describe an election-night message
of “[w]ow” and noting Obama
administration will delete records as
they leave; ™

= suggest the President-elect push
Australia to make Julian Assange
that country’s ambassador to the
United States;*

« forward what appears to be a video

with the caption “Fake News”;*" and

e on the date the news of the June 9,
2016, Trump Tower meeting broke,
seek copies of Trump Jr.'s emails.™’
With respect to the latter, Trump Jr.
published those emails himself on
his Twitter account.

(U} Trump Jr. testified that he did not
reply to any of these messages, nor did he
have any communications with WikiLeaks
before September 20 or after October 3,
2016." He testified that the direct
message exchanges discussed above “is a
complete record of any communications
[he] had with WikiLeaks.”'*

(U} Cambridge Analytica: In addition to
Trump Jr,'s communications with WikiLeaks,
Cambridge Analytica, a British firm the
Trump campaign used for data analytics,
reached out to Julian Assange in an effort to
confirm whether WikilLeaks possessed the
“missing” emails deleted from Clinton’s
private server.'™" That contact occurred in
approximately June 2016,*** between an
employee of Cambridge Analytica and the
speaker's bureau (a separate third party)
representing Assange.’** WikilLeaks replied
through the bureau that “they did not wish
to take a telephone call or otherwise
engage with us [Cambridge Analytica).

143

{U) Trump campaign digital director
I cstified that he did not
participate in, nor was he aware of,
Cambridge Analytica’s attempted outreach
to Assange."** The Chief Executive Officer
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{CEQ) of Cambridge Analytica confirmed in
his testimeny that he “did not share this
with anyone on the Trump campaign.”*® In
fact, the CEO testified that the outrezch
accurrad before the company was even

retained by the Trump campaign.™®

(U} Roger Stone: Roger Stone has had a
series of business relationships with Bonald
Trump dating back to at least 1981, and
served as a paid campaign advisor for
severai months in 2015.** During
testimony to the Commitiee, Stone
addressed three public staternents
suggesting he might have important
information about, and potentially advance
knowledge of, disclosures during the 2016
campaign: (1) an August 2016 Twitter
message regarding Clinton campzign
chairman lohn Podesta, {2) an August 2016
public speech about purported contacts
with Julian Assange, and (3) the March 2017
acknowledgement of pre-election direct
commuinications with Guccifer 2.0.

{U) Stene denied that he “knew in
advance about and predicted the hacking
of . .. Podesta’s email,” notwithstanding his
crypiic statement in an August 21, 2018,
Twitter message—"Trust me, it will soon he
Podesta’s time in the barrel”—that
predated by several weeks the inifial public
release of Podesta’s hacked emails.*®
Stone noted that his Tweet “makas no
mention whatsoever of Mir. Podesta’s
email.?*%
fime that my boyhood friend and colleague,
Paul Manafort, had just resigned from the
Trump campaign over allegations regarding

Furthermore, it was posted “at a

1 =y ey

his husiness activities in Ukraine. | thought
it manifestly unfair that John Podesta not be
hzld to the same standard” regarding his
alleged husiness activities.”" In October
2017, John Podesia’s brother Tony resigned
from the labbying firm the brothers ce-
founded amid revelations about the

Podesta Groug's role in pro-Ukraine
labbying efforis that also involved Manafort
and his associate Rick Gates.™"

{U} Stone also addressed his August
2016 public statement that “I've actually
communicated with Julian Assange. |
believe the next tranche of his documents
pertain to the Clinton Foundation, but
there’s no telling what the Cctober surprise
may be.”**? In his testimony to the
Cammitiee, Stone sought te “clarify that by
saying the communication I referto is
through a journalist whao | ask [sic] to
confirm what Assange has tweetad, himself,
on July 21st, that he has the Clinton emails
and that he will publish them.”*> He
subsequently identified the intermediary,
but deniad any access to non-public
information.”™ Stone further disputed,
under oath, that he “nad advance
knowledge of the source or actual content
of the Wikileaks disclosures.”™™

{U}1n his testimony, Stone described a
series of direct messages exchanged with
Guccifer 2.0 in August and September
2016—which he first publicly disclosed in
March 2017~as “innocucus,” and denied
taking action in response to Guccifer 2.0's
messages.™ He subsequentiy provided
additional messages with WikilLeaks

s O T
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extending from Qctober 2016 to August
2017.%7

(U) Despite these multiple contacts, the
Commiltee did not find any evidence
contradicting Stone’s claim that “[a]ny
information . . . disseminated via social
media regarding the timing of the release of
the DNC data or others was from publicly
available sources” and “he In no way
conspired, colluded, or coordinated with

any agent of the Russian state,”**®

MEETINGS WITH RUSSIANS

(U) The Commiltee examined meetings
between Trump campaign associates and
Russians, to include both official and
unofficial representatives. The Russlans
found wllling interlocutors in foreign policy
advisors [fen ¢ Papadopoulos. These
advisors, however, were peripheral figures,
and neither was in a position to influence
Trump or his campaign. The Russians
engaged Trump associates via official
channels and—more notably—used
apparent cut-outs and intermediaries to
make contact with senior officials.
However, questionable contacts like the
Trump Tower meeting resuited in no
collusion, conspiracy, or coordination with
the Russian government.

(U} Finding #30: [ did not travel
to Moscow in July 2016 on behalf of the

Trump campaign, but the Committee is
concerned about his seemingly incomplete
accounts of his activity in Moscow.

(V) Il raveled to Moscow in early July
2016 to deliver a commencement

speech at the New Economic School—the
first American to do 50 since then-President
Barack Obama in 2009. At the time, [}
served as a foreign policy advisor for the
Trump campaign. The Trump campaign
made it clear to [JJJjj that the trip was not
on behalf of the Trump campaign,.a point
I 2cknowledged in his testimony to the
Committee.™ J.D. Gordon, the NSAC
director, strongly advised against the trip,
calling it “a bad idea.”'®® However, Trump
campaign manager || N
authorized [Jjto make the trip “out side
of [his) role with the DJT [Donald J. Trump]
for President campaign.”'*" i}
mentioned Lhe upcoming trip to Sessions at
one of the occasional NSAC meals, '®
although Sesslons did not recall the
intaraction,'®

(U) On July 9, 2016, while in Russia,
Il scnt an “executive summary” of
“Feedback From Russia” that stated in part
“Russian Deputy Prime Minister and NES
[New Economic School] Board iMember
Arkady Dvorkovich also spoke before the
event. In a private conversation,
Dvorkovich expressed strong support for
Mr. Trump and a desire to work together
toward devising hetter solutions in response
to the vast range of current international
problems. Based on feedback from a
diverse array of other sources close to the
Russian Presidential Administration, it was
readily apparent that this sentiment is
widely held at all levels of government.

2o itted! o briefly greeting
Dvarkovlch before or after one of their

2164

PROPERTY OF THE U.S. HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

76



speeches, but minimized the interaction in
testimony hefore the Committee.’®

{u) uitimately, i failed to clearly
explsin whom he meant when he referred
to sources close to Russian government in
his executive summary. He denied having
any private meetings with any senior
Russian officials during his July 2016 trip,
and stated that he mostly met with
“scholars.”™™ The Steele dossier, a
document compiled by former British
intelligence officer Christopher Steele,
alleges that while in Moscow in July 2016,
Page secretly met with lgor Sechin, CEC of
Russian state oil company Resneft, and igor
Diveykin, a senior Russian intelligence
official.™® Further, the Steele dossier claims
that Sechin offered Page a brokerage fee in
connection with the sale of 19 percent of
Rosneft in exchange for the lifting of
sanctions.’®

UNCLASSIFIED

CHRISTOPHER STEELE, THE MAN
BEHIND THE TRUMP DOSSIER

Srce T Nea Yarkar

UNCLASSIFIED

(U] Since the allegation of meeting with
Sechin and Diveykin was first widaly
reported in September 2016, [ has

[ [ od ]

repeatedly and consistently denied meeting
either Sechin or Diveykin, including under
oath in testimony to the Committee.™™ The
Committee has no information that
confirms the Steele dossier’s assertions
regarding the purported meetings in
Moscow, much less an offer by Sechin to
Il for such a role in a potentially lucrative
transaction. After returning from Moscows,
Bl tcok a “leave of absence” from the
Trump campaign, and played no role in the
transition or administration.’”

(U} Finding #31: George Papadopoulos’

attempts to leverage his Russian contacts
to facilitate meetings between the Trump
campaign and Russians was unsuccessful,

{U} Papadopoulos made minor
contributions to the Trump campaign as a
foreign policy advisor. He briefly served asa
Trump campaign surrogzte, a role cut short
in May 2016 when he publicly insuited UK
Prime Minister David Cameron.'” He aiso—
in an apparent effort to increase his
standing within the Trump campzaign—tried
to insert himself into any number of
international engagements. As described
below, his particular focus was trying to
broker meetings with foreign officials, but
he often acted on his gwn without the
official backing of the Trump campaign.

{U) On March 24, 2016, Papadopoulos
sent an email to several members of the
policy team pitching a “[mleeting with
Russian leadership—including Pufin”—and
also volunteered to travel to meet the “next
prime minister of Yietnam” alcngside
Mifsud {swhom he had first met just ten days
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before but nonetheless described as a
“good friend of mine”).””” Campalgn co-
chair and chief policy advisor | | | | | } J I
responded that “we probably should not go
forward with any meetings with the
Russians until we have had occasion to sit
with our NATO allies, especially France,
Germany and Great Britain.”*” In the same
exchange, Papadopoulos then immediately
switched gears, indicating that “{i}Jf we need
any assistance with setting up meetings
here in London or Paris, | have some good
contacts that can open doors immediately
to the leadership.”'™

{U] During the NSAC meeting with
Trump on March 31, 2016—the only time
Papadopoulos is known to have engaged
directly with the candidate—Senator
Sessions told the team that they were not
authorized to speak for the campaign.'” In
his words “[t]his commitlee was not . . . a
group of people authorized to speak for
[candidate] Trump, and they absolutely
weren’t authorized to go around the world
pretending to represent him.”"® That
sentiment was, according to Sessions, “a
good statement to make quite clear.”™”

(U) When Papadopoulos offered that he
could engage, and possibly travel to, Russia
on behalf of the campaign, his suggestion
was swiftly rebuffed by Sessions, who
testified that “I felt like—and I'm the
chairman of this group—1 should not do
anything that indicated to Mr.
Papadopoulos that he was authorized to go
to Russia or anyplace else to represent the
Trump campaign and do some sort of

F] Tr I

negotiations, So | pushed back pretty
sharply on that.”*”® Sessions’ account of his
response has been corroborated by another
attendee, | NG~ T s
attended and similarly recalled that when
Papadopoulos raised the issue of obtaining
contacts with the Russian government on
hehalf of the campalgn, Senator Sessions
interrupted and began “talking ahout the
Logan Act,” which criminalizes unauthorized
negotiations with foreign governments.'™

(U) Although the Committee has ng
information to indicate that Papadopoulos
was successful in setting up any meetings
hetween the Trump campaign and the
Russian government, he worked with
campaign chief executive Steve Bannon to
broker a September 2016 meeting between
candidate Trump and Egyptian president
Abdel Fatah el-Sisi.*®* Trump was
apparently pleased with the meeting, which
he described in an interview as “very
productive,” describing el-Sisi as “a fantastic
guv‘,,:sz

{U) While on a trip to Athens, Greece in
May 2016, Papadopoulos sent an email to
Manafort stating that he expected to soon
receive “an official invitation for Mr. Trump
to visit Greece sometime this summer
should his schedule allow,”*® Inthe same
email to Manafort, Papadopoulos also
forwarded a meeting Invitation from Ivan
Timofeev, Director or Programs for the

Russian International Affairs Council, and

claimed that "Russia has been eager to
meet Mr. Trump for quite sametime and
have been reaching out to me to discuss. |
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thought it would be prudent to send to
‘.’OU.”EM

{U) As of May 2016, Manafort had not
yet been elevated to campaign chairman,
but had a long track record of work abroad.
Manafort forwarded Papadepoulos’ email
to his business and campaign depuw-
- noting that “[wle need someone to
communicate that Dlonald] T{rump] is not
doing these trips.”** Manafort and [l
agreed to assign a response of a “general
tetter” to “cur correspondence
coordinator,” the parson responsible for
“responding to all mall of non-
importance,”'*

{U) In lune 20186, Papadopoulos sought
a paid position and reimbursement for

expenses from | R —2 Sessions
aide, who along with ||| | . -2~

the Trump campaign’s D.C. policy shop—for
an upcoming trip “to DC for a high level
meeting [with) the director of the Israel
National Security Council” and past trips to
“the UK, israel and Greece over the past
manih engaging in some senior level
meetings ... " |Jlorwarded the
message to Gordon and || R
ivlashburn then replied as follows: “He cost
us a lot more in having to deal with what he
said about [then-UK prime minister David)
Cameron 2 months ago. . . he got no
approval for the travel and did it on his own
infi]tiative . ... Let him eat the cost and
maybe he will learn to play nice with the
team, not go off on his own. R
I /! never have approved

his going off on werld travels at campaign

- =l 4

expense without asking permission first.” ™=

B ccnticd io R vith one

word: “agreed.”™

(U R <snonded to

Papadopoulos that he could take the
meeting, but he “should do that as a private
citizen.”**® Making the point explicit,
B rote: “You're not authorized to
meet with him by {sic] the campaizgn, nor
can you reflect the views of the campaign
on security issues in that meeting.”**

{U} Finding #32: Donald Trump Jr., Jared
Kushner, and Paul Manafort attended a
June 9, 20186, meeting at Trump Tower
where they expected to receive—but did
not ultimately obtain—derogatory
information on candidate Clinton from
Russian sources.

{U) In July 2017, the Committee became
aware of a June 8, 2016, meeting in Trump
Tower, which became a key focus of the
investigation. The Committee’s findings
were infermed by interviews with six of the
eight participants in the meeting.

{U} Although they did not attend the
meeting, the Agalarovs were the driving
force to arrange it. As previously noted, the
Agalarovs and Goldstone had zotien to
know businessman Donzld Trump when the
Agalarovs worked with Trump to host the
Miss Universe pageant at the Agzlarovs’
building, the Crocus City Hall, in Moscow in
2013." The Agalarovs alsc had discussions
with Donzld Trump in 2013 to facilitate the
possible development of a Trump Tower in
Moscow.™ The 2013 Miss Universe

-
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PARTICIPANTS OF THE JUNE 9, 2016
MEETING AT TRUMP TOWER
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UNCLASSIFIED

pageant formed the basis of a casual {U) Events.leading to the meeting were

friendship between the Trumps and the
Agalarovs.™ Trump appeared in one of
Emin Agalarovs's music videos with the
2013 pageant winner,'* and Trump
maintained a friendly correspondence with
Aras Agalarov—including during the busy
2016 campaign.'®®

set in motion by a June 3, 2016, email from
Goldstone ta Trump Jr,, stating: “Emin just
called and asked me to contact you with
something very interesting. The Crown
prosecutar of Russia [possibly referring to
Russian Prosecutor General Yuri Chalka]
met with his father Aras this morning and in
their meeting offered to provide the Trump

e _vSumas 80
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campaign with some official documents and
information that would incriminate Hillary
and her dealings with Russia and would be
very useful to your father. This is obviously
very high level and sensitive information but
is part of Russia and its government’s
support for Mr. Trump — helped along by
Arasand Emin.”™ Trump Js. replied to
Goldsione’s lune 3 request by indicating “if
it's what vi:u say | lgve it especially in the

&3
summer."=

{U] This exchange indicates that Trump
Jr. was open to discussing derogatory,
informaticn from Russian government
sources that could be useful to candidate
Trump. Goldstone proposed to deliver
information concerning Hillary Clinton via a
Russian government attorney.”” Trump Jr.
indicated that he had invited Kushner and
Manafort,™ underscering his belief in the
importance of the information i

_ with connections to the

Agalarov family, was ane of the individuals
who attended the June 9 meeting at Trump
Tower. The Committes discovered that the
participants.of the Juns 9 meeting did not
zll have the same understanding as to the
reasons for the meeting, with | N
testifying that he thought it was odd that all
three senior Trump campaign officials would
be taking 2 meating on the Magnitsky Act, a
U.S. human rights law that imposes certain
sanctions on Russian interests. Accordingly,

[ -t I - osc

associate of Emin Agalarov based in the
United States, To inquire about the purpose

¥

=] %

of the mesting. | 2xc'zined that
he believed the scheduled meeting at
Trump Tower was about providing negative
information on candidate Clinton to the
Trump campaign.”

{U) Based on Trump Jr.’s testimony and
the decumentary evidence received by the
Committee, there is no evidence to support
that there were any prior communications
between the Trump campaign and the other
attendees: [ Russian lawyer
Natahz Veselnitskaya; Russian-American
lobbyist and former Soviet intellizence

officer Y o Russian-
American [l N o scrved

as 2 Russian interpreter. Furthermore, the
Committes found no evidence that Trump
Ir. knew the identities of these individuals
before the meeting,™™ or that he discussed
it with candidate Trump beforehand.”™

(U} The Committee interviewsd all
attendees other than Manafort, due to the
Special Counsel’s ongoing investigation, and
Veselnitskaya, who is a Russian national
located overseas without a valid visa to
enter the United States. Despite the pretext
for the meeting, every person with diract
knowledge of what sccurred confirmed that
there was no mention of deragatory or
incriminating information diractly relating to
Hillary Clinton during the lune S meeting.
Goldstone iestified that he had no evidance
that the Russian gevernment supporied or
favored Donald Trump, and admitted to
embellishing the contents of the email
solely for the purpose of gaining 2 response
from Trump Ir., namely by using inaccurate

(£
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information.”™

(V) Veselnitskaya, Samochornov,
Kaveladze, and Akhmetshin met for lunch
before the Trump Tower meeting.*” During
lunch, there was a discussion regarding the
Trump Tower meeting. Veselnitskaya
shared an approximately 10-page document
in Russian to provide the lunch attendees
with a synopsis of what would be discussed
at the meeting, a summary that contained
much of the same information as a similar
document reportedly shared with Russian
prosecutor general Yuri Chaika.”® Based on
this discussion, the lunch attendees
believed the Trump Tower meeting was
about the Magnitsky Act.””" The lunch
attendees then met Goldstone at Trump
Tower shortly before the meeting.?”® They
proceeded to the 25th Floor where they
met Trump Jr., and he led the group to a
conference room.”®

(U) The lune 9 meeting lasted as little
as 20 minutes.”"" Kaveladze testified that
he believed Trump Ir, started the meeting
and then turned it over ta Veselnitskaya.?**
Interviewed meeting attendees agreed that
Veselnitskaya presented information
concerning the Magnitsky Act and the Ziff
Brothers, including their alleged role in
evading taxes in Russia and paolitical
contributions to the DNC and/or Clinton
campaign.” Several attendees also
recalled discussion of Russian adoptions,
which the Russian government suspencded
in retaliation for the Magnitsky Act.2*?

(U) Goldstone further testified that
Kushner, Manafort, and Trump Jr. seemed

LA,

visibly uninterested in the Magnitsky Act
briefing provided by Veselnitskaya.*"!
Manafort, according to Goldstone, “never
looked up from his cell phone from the
moment we began the meeting until the
moment we ended.”’”* Manafort and
Kushner complained to one another via text
message during the meeting that the
meeting was a “waste of time.”?!% Kushner
asked his assistants to call and give him and
excuse to [eave, which one of them did
shortly after the text.””” At the end of the
meeting, Goldstone apologized to Trump Jr.
for the “bait-and-switch talk about
something which we knew nothing about,
which was, again, Russian adoption and the
Magnitsky Act.¥®

(U) Kaveladze testified that he received
twao calls from Aras Agalarov after the
meeting, During the second call, Kaveladze
explained that the meeting was a “complete
loss of time and about nothing,”*"”
Agalarov and Kaveladze did not discuss the
“dirt” on Hillary Clinton.**® Kaveladze also
sent an email to his daughter after the
meeting indicating that the “meeting was
boring. The Russians did not have any bad
info [o]n Hillary"**—a reference back to his
conversation with Beniaminov, which he
had apparently relayed to his daughter. The
Committee received no testimony or
documentary evidence indicating that the
purpose of the meeting was to discuss
WikiLeaks, Julian Assange, the hacking of

DNC servers, and/or the lohn Podesta
222

Aras

emails.

{U) No witness, including the attendees,

t ] Tha
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testified that candidate Trump was aware of
ihe meeting prior £o its public exposure in
June 2017. Steve Banncn, who had been
creviously quoted as saying “[tlne chances
that Don Jr. did not walk [the mesting
participants] up 1o his father's office is
zero,” conceded under cath that he had no
svidence to support that claim.™ The
Committee also investigated a public
statement made by candidate Trump during
a speech after the final Republican primary
contests on June 7, 2016, the same day as
Trump Jr. exchanged emails with Goldstone
regarding meeting atiendees and
logistics.”* According to campaign press
secretary Hope Hicks, Trump’s publicly
stated intent “to give a major speech . ..
next week. ., discussing all of the things
that have taken place with the Clintons” did
not reflect knowledge about the upcoming
meeting; instead, it referred to a planned
speech “that was an outline of the book
Clinton Cash,” and was ultimaiely deliversd
approximately two weeks later after being
delayed by a domestic terrorist attack.*

{U) Finding #33: Donald Trump Ir. briefly
met with a Russian government official at
the 2016 National Rifle Association annual
meeting, but the Commitiee found no
evidence that the two discussed the U.5.
presidential election.

{U} in the weeks feading up to the
Wational Rifle Asscciation’s (NRA) 2016
annual meeting, there were 3 series of
emails sent to-a member of the camp'aign
discussing Russian interest in the campaizn
a5 it related to the NRA meeting. Despite

the emails’ rhetoric about setting up a “back
channel” between the United States and
Russian governments, the relevant
testimony abtainad in the Commitiee’s
interviews showed these emall inguiries
resulted in a brief meeting between Trump
Jr. and a Russian government official that
centered on shooting and hunting. It did
not focus on the W.S. nresidential election.

{U) From May 19-22, 2016, the NRA held
its annual meeting and exhibiis in Louisville,
Kentucky.™ In an interview with the
Committee, Trump Jr. testified he received
an invitation from “[vlaricus people at the
NRA” to attend the 2016 meeting.?” In
addition to Trump Jr.'s invitation, there
were several emails sent to [ N
seaking to establish a connection at the NRA
meeting between an emissary of the
Russian government and candidate Trump.

{U) In the first email, dated May 16,
2018, a business executive emailed
IR it the possibility of candidate
Trump meeting with Alexander Torshin, the
Deputy Governor of the Bank of Russiz, the
cauntry's central bank.** The email
mentions an “overture to Mr. Trump from
president Putin.”” |l resconds he
will be “[wlorking on this first thing in the

am #2320

(V)R forwarded the email to
Manafort, Gates, and Kushner, ncting the
“interesting request.””" || le~s
highlightaed the entrepreneur’s request that
Torshin “meet with a high level official in
ocur campaign” during the NRA meeting to
discuss “an offer ha {Torshin] claims to be

a3
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carrylng from President Putin to meest with
DIT." Inresponse to that email, Kushner
wrote: “Pass on this. A lot of people come
claiming to carry messages. Very few we
are able to verify. For now [ think we
decline such meetings,” as well as “[ble
careful.”*” | revlicd to the
executive seeking the meeting: “Fve asked
about a mig but we are not able to
accommodate it at that event in Ky.””>

(U} In addition to the emails discussing
a possible meeting with Torshin, on May 10,
2016, . «ho had previously
approachec I 2bout advising a

prospective Trump transition,” sent

I 2 email about meeting with
Russlans at the NRA event.”™ The email

discusses [ rurported “back-
channel to President Putin’s Kremlin,” that
“Russia is quietly but actively seeking a
dialogue with the U.S. thatisn’t forthcaming
under the current administration,” and that
“the Kremlin believes that the only
possibility of a true re-set in this
relationship would be with a new
Republican White House.”**

{U) The email goes on to note that
“President Putin’s emissary” will be at the
NRA convention and hopes to make contact
with candidate Trump and present Mrs.
Trump with a gift.””" The email discussed
Putin’s desire to build a relationship with
candidate Trump, to include extending an
invitation to the Kremlin. The email also
asked [ to “ta'k through what has
transpired and Sen. Sessions’ advice on how
to proceed.””** When asked about this

email in his Interview hefore the
Committee, Attorney General Sessions
testified he was not aware of this email.**
I icstified that he may have met
B <. and did not remember
replying to his email.”*

{U) Although the campaign declined to
hold a meeting, Trump Jr. was introduced to
Tbrshin, at the reguest of an acquaintance,
at a restaurant where they were dining
separately.”™ During their brief
introduction, they spoke about “stuff as it
related to shooting and hunting . . .
exchanged casual hellos” but did not
exchange contact information.*'* In his
brief exchange with Torshin and 2
subsequent exchange with Torshin's
assistant, Maria Batina, Trump Jr. testified
he-did not recall any discussion of the
upcoming U.S. presidential election.” No
other witness provided a contrary
recollection to the Committee.

(U} The Committee reviewed several
emails discussing a meeting with Russians at
the NRA meeting, an attempt to establish a
back channel of communication between
the U.S. and Russian governments, and a
possible meeting between candidate Trump
and President Putin. However, the
Committee found that all of those email
exchanges resulted in just one, brief
meeting between Mr. Torshin and the
candidate’s son that did not include any
discussion related to the U.S. election.*™

(U) Finding #34: The Committee found no
evidence that meetings between Trump
associates—including Jeff Sessions—and
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official representatives of the Russian
government—including Ambassador
Kislyak—reflected collusion, coordination,
or conspiracy with the Russian
government.

(U) Meetings between U.S. senators
and foreign government officials are
considered a routine part of the job.
However, there have been multiple media
articles raising concerns about contacts with
former Russian Ambassador to the United
States Sergey Kislyak, particularly those
involving then-Senator Sessions.

(U) Mayflower Hotel Speech: In April
2016, Senator Sessions, an early endorser of
Trump and later a key figure during the
transition, attended a foreign policy speech
by Trump at the Mayflower Hotel in
Washington, D.C.>* Kushner also attended
and recalled meeting 20 to 25 guests,
including Ambassador Kislyak for the first
time.**® Kushner stated that the
conversation between him and Ambassador
Kislyak mainly consisted of pleasantries, and
concluded with an offer for Kushner to visit
the Russian Embassy for lunch, which
Kushner never attended.*"’

(U) Attorney General Sessions similarly
described a pre-speech reception of maybe
24 people; immediately following the
speech, he went to a media stakeout to
answer questions about the speech.**®
Attorney General Sessions recalled “no . . .
discussions with the [Russian] Ambassador
or any other representative from the
Russian Government or their surrogate” at

-~ 7 = o e e
Ca— 7

the Mayflower.*”®

(U) Republican National Convention: In
July 2016, then-Senator Sessions attended
the Republican National Convention in
Cleveland, Ohio. Because he used his
campaign funds to pay for his travel and
lodging while in Ohio, his schedule focused
primarily on his Senate campaign-related
events.” For the five days that Sessions
was in Cleveland, he attended numerous
Trump campaign-related events.”*

{U) Over 50 ambassadors to the United
States also attended a reception associated
with the 2016 Republican Convention.?*
Sessions addressed this group of
ambassadors, as the keynote speaker, at the
Heritage Foundation’s Embassy Row
Ambassador’s Buffett Lunch.*>
to Sessions, his interaction with

According

Ambassador Kislyak following that speech
was brief, unexpected, and occurred in the
presence of several other people.”*

(U) J.D. Gordon testified about briefly
encountering Kislyak twice at convention
events in July 2016, including a brief
conversation that occurred during a
networking event that was also attended by
B ° Bl<cz/!ed seeing Gordon and
chatting casually with Kislyak at the same
event.”® The Committee found no evidence
that these brief public interactions related
to the hacking of emails or collusion,
coordination, or conspiracy between the
Trump campaign and Russia.

(V) Senate Office Meeting: On
September 8, 2016, Senator Sessions met
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Ambassador Kislyak in his Senate office.*’
As a Senator, such meetings in his Capitol
Hill office are common. Notes of the
meeting taken by Sessions’ staff, and
provided to the Committee, verified that the
approximately 30-minute meeting was
official in nature and not related to any role
that Senator Sessions held with the Trump
campaign.®® Sessions testified that the
cenversation mainly revolved around
Ukraine, and the two “had a little testy
conversation” about Ukraine given Sessions’
support for the Ukrainian cause.”®® The
Committee’s investigation did not uncover
anything improper about Senator Sessions’
meetings with the Russian ambassador.

Finding #35: Possible Russian efforts to set
up a “back channel” with Trump associates
after the election suggest the absence of
coltusion during the campaign, since the
communication associated with collusion
would have rendered such a “back
channel” unnecessary. '

(U) The Committee investigated
meetings during the post-election transition
period between Trump associates and
Russians—uwith a focus an individuals who
may have been acting as unofficial
representatives of Moscow. In December
2016, Kushner met with the head of Russian
bank VEB, Sergel Gorkov, at the urging of
Russian Ambassador Sergei Kislyak, with
whom Kushner and Flynn had met earller in
the month.”* Kushner took the meeting
partly because he had been told Gorkov
could provide “insight into what Putin's
thoughts were on a potential new

relationship” between Russia and the
United States.”™ Kushner testified that the
meeting primarily entalled Gorlov telling
Kushner about VEB, with which Kushner was
entirely unfamiliar, and “that was really the
extent of it.”*** Gorkov gave Kushner two
gifts, which Kushner registered with the
transition,”®

{U) In January 2017, businessman and
former Navy officer | R w25
introduced through Emirati associates to
Russian investor Kirill Dmitriev in the
Seychelles.”* [Jiil] had no official or
unofficial role in the transition, but had met
twice with Bannon at Trump Tower, 2
I tcstified that his meeting with
Dmitriev lasted 20-30 minutes and focused
on “trade matters,” and “how the United
States and Russia should be working
together to defeat Islamic terrorism.
I stated that he and Dmitriev did not
discuss sanctions, the Russian government’s
“desire to have a relationship with the
Trump administration,” or “any channel of
communications between the United Siates
and Russia.”””’ [N further stated that he
had had “ne communications or dealings
with [Dmitriev] or any of his colleagues
before or after that encounter last
January,"*%

b

{U} The Committee did not find
evidence that Kushner or [l did
anything inappropriate during or following
their meetings with Gorkov and Dmitriev,
To the extent that one or hoth meetings
reflected an unsuccessful attempt by
intermediaries of the Russian government

rer-sterer I =<~
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to set up a “back channel” to the incoming
Trump administration, that purpose was not
shared with or accepted by Kushner or
I 2 d potentially reflected an
absence of such channels during the
campaign.’® Kushner, who was connected
to Gorkov by Kislyak, asserted that “the fact
that we [we]re going through the normal
channels during the transition hopefully
serves to show that there were no existing
channels through the campaign.” Similarly,
I noted his meeting with Dmitriev
“didn’t happen until . . . more than 2
months after the election. So if there was all
this collusion [before the election], why
would there even need to be any other

followup meetings?”>"®

Clinton Campaign

(U) Using a series of intermediaries, the
Democratic National Committee (DNC) and
Hillary for America (Clinton campaign) paid
aresearch firm to conduct opposition
research on candidate Trump and his ties
with Russia. As part of this effort, research
from numerous purported Russian sources
was obtained and provided to the Clinton
campaign, thereby constituting indirect, but
substantial, links “between Russia and
individuals associated with political
campaigns” relevant to the 2016 U.S.
election. '

(U) Fusion GPS {Fusion) is the trade
name of a Washington, D.C.-based
company, Bean LLC, that conducts research
primarily on behalf of corporate clients.?’*

According to longtime Wall Street Journal

e e

o A v 0 f

reporter and Fusion co-founde ]
R Fusion “specialize[s] in finding
records and reading things and digesting
“272 Eusion’s
general practice is to “do engagements on a
30-day basis, and at the end of the 30 days
we write a report about what we found. . . .
And if you think what we told you was
interesting and you want more, we can sign
up again.”*”* Founded and led by former
journalists,””* Fusion maintains relationships
with numerous reporters, and provides
information to news outlets on behalf of
clients that include law firms, media
organizations, and lobbying
organizations.””

large volumes of information.

(U) As described below, Fusion was

hired in spring 2016 by | NG
|l S S R L e

I \ho represented the DNC and the

Clinton campaign. Fusion was paid to
conduct opposition research on candidate
Trump. Fusion subsequently hired
Christopher Steele as a sub-contractor to
obtain information from sources purported
to be current and former Russian
government officials. The information
Steele collected was reported back to the
Clinton campaign via Fusion and [JJiI*"°

{(U) Finding #36: Prior to conducting
opposition research targeting candidate
Trump’s business dealings, Fusion GPS
conducted research benefitting Russian
interests.

(U) Prior to conducting opposition
research targeting candidate Trump’s
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business dealings, Fusion conducted
research benefitting Russian interests.*”’
Specifically, in 2013, Fusion was retalned by
a law firm to assist with representation of a
Russian defendant in a civil forfeiture case
arising out of alleged money laundering
activities uncovered by the late Sergei
Magnitsky (whese hame was subsequently
given to the U.S. human rights law, the
Magnitsky Act). S -acknowledged
that the Kremlin’s interests in the case were
aligned with his client and against the U.5.
government.””

{U) Russian lawyer Natalia
Veselnitskaya hired the law firm for which
Simpson was working, and that firm
retainec the services of Russian-American
lobbyist Rinat Akhmetshin, both of whom
attended a meeting at Trump Tower on June
9, 2016, described in the first part of this
chapter.”® During the litigation,
Veselnitskaya received, via the taw firm,
memoranda summarizing |
research.”™ Certain topics—including the
Ziff Brothers (a venture capital firm
specializing in capital investment)—were
the subject of both (1) memoranda
Veselnitskaya received from [l and
{2) the presentation Veselnitskaya made to
Trump campaign officials,” |
acknowledged being with Veselnitskaya at a
court hearing in New York on the morning
of June 9, 2016, prior to her meeting at
Trump Tower.* He further recalled having
drinks and dinner with her and others,
including Akhmetshin, in Washington, D.C. a
day or two later,”! However, he denied

L

discussing the Trump Tower meeting with
her before or after it occurred, and claimed
not to have learned about it until 2017.%"

(U) Finding #37: The |

hired Fusion GPS on behalf of the Clinton
camgpaign and the Democratic National
Committee to research candidate Trump’s
Russia ties.

i} [ R P T

. i< longtime counsel to the DNC.
B 5o opresented the Clinton
campaign, from which it received $5.6
million in 2015 and 2016.**" Pursuant to
that representation, during the 2016
campaign, “[tThere was an expectation that
B . ould hire the consultants,
including research consultants, necessary to
enable us to provide services to the
campaign.”**

(U} In approximately March or April

2016,%* Fusion principals [ =<
I :-proachecili] “and indicated

that they might be a good fit for doing work
to support the legal efforts” ofjjJlj
clients.” [Jikestified that Fusion “had
been retained . . . by a wealthy Republican ,
.. ta do research on then candidate Trump .
.. and thought that if | was going to be '
loaking to hire a consultant to help me
advise the campaign on issues relating to
Trump, that they would be a good fit.”**
5 locking for a consultant to, among
ather things, sort through the multitude of
public records pertaining to Trump’s
business dealings.”™ Although he had not
previously worked with Fusion, he chose to
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hire the company based on its familiarity
with Trump’s dealings, including “his
business holdings, his financial holdings, and
the kinds of litigation he had been involved
in.”>* i} further testified that “[t}hey
were recommended. . . [and] thought
highly of in the community.”***

(U) The Committee determined the
“wealthy Republican” who funded Fusion’s

initial Trump Research was ||
T T T S oy [ )
I ' September 2015,
the Beacon retained Fusion to conduct
opposition research on Trump.” |
leadership have publicly stated they “had no
knowledge of or connection to the Steele
dossier, did not pay for the dossier, and
never had contact with, knowledge of, or
provided payment fotr any work performed
by Steele.”*** | I
I tcstified that—based on a careful
review of the relevant documents—he had
identified “zero overlap in the work
product” between the dossier and what

Fusion providedN**

(U) lllllsought and received “budget
approval to be able to spend money in
order for me to retain consultants,” from
Clinton campaign manager | NN
but did not specifically identify Fusion to
Bl > Fusion’s Simpson was “definitely
aware that ||l represented the
DNC and that they were the client in this
matter” based on a general understanding

that [N represents the DNC.*

Fusion’s expenses, including the hiring of
Christopher Steele as a sub-contractor,

TUF SECRET]

were passed on to _,300 and

ultimately to the Clinton campaign and
DNC.*®* In total, Fusion paid Steele (and
charged ) arrroximately
$160,000; Steele’s efforts were part of a
larger opposition research project for which

I -:id Fusion over 51 million.*”

(VY testified that Fusion began
its opposition research work by “review(ing]
what we had learned over the previous
months,” presumably including
"information about candidate Trump’s
business ties in Russia,” although - had
not been aware of Russia-specific research
at the time he engaged Fusion.>®® Fusion
“began to develop more specific lines of
inquiry,” and eventually hired Steele, whom
B had known since approximately
2009 |
signed off on the decision to hire Steele as a
sub-contractor in June 2016—around the
same time he learned that Fusion was
beginning to focus its opposition research
on Trump'’s ties to Russia—but was not

aware of Steele’s identity until July 2016.%%

(U) Finding #38: Christopher Steele claims
to have obtained his dossier information
second- and third-hand from purported
high-placed Russian sources, such as
government officials with links to the
Kremlin and intelligence services.

(U) Between June and November 2016,
Steele produced sixteen reports for Fusion,
which comprise what has become known as
the Steele dossier, “concerning Russian
efforts to influence the US Presidential

7 IO
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election and links between Russia and
Donald Trump.”*™ Steele did not travel to
Russla to complie these reports.”’ Instead,
Simpson stated that “{Steele] hire[d] people
who can travel and talk to people and find
out what's going on.”*"*

{(U) Of the separate claims the
Committee identified within the dossier,
almost ail are attributable to Russian or
Russia-based sources, such as: a “senfor
Russian government figure,” a “senior
Russian leadership figure,” an “official close
to {the] Russian Presidential
Administration,” a “Kremlin insider,” a
“former top Russian officer,” a “senior
Russian financial official,” a “senior Russlan
Foralgn Ministry figure,” a “Kremlin official
involved in U.S. relations,” and a “former
top level Russian intelligence officer still
active inside the Kramlin,”*™

{U) The Committee is concerned with
the degree to which the Kremlin may have
sought to influence information that was
uitimately provided to Steele—through the
potential provision of disinformation or
otherwise—consistent with its ongoing
efforts “to undermine public faith in the US
democratic process . .. .”**® |n addition, the
vast majority of witnesses the Committee
interviewed, includingjili} id not know
the identity of Steele’s sources. Steele
declined to testify before the Committee,
and the two witnesses who claimed to
know some of Steele’s sources—Simpson

and | > former u.S.

Department of State official—declined to
identify them.™*

LF ¥ 3
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(U) Finding #39: Christopher Steele’s
information from Russian sources was
provided directly to Fusion GPS and

I - ¢ indirectly to the Clinton

campaigh.

{U) Fusion began receiving written
reports from Steeie in lune 2016.% At the
same time, Fusion pravided updates—
approximately weekly and usually orally—to
_.m -recalled
receiving some of the information later
included in the dassier “maybe late lune,
early July.”"” [ exchanges with Fusion
were not one-way communications: he
specifically recalled directing follow-up
work en information gathered by Steele.
Ellas recalled personally being hrlefed by
Steele on his findings during a late
September or early October meeting at
I o ice 2nd
formed the impression that “the Fusion
folks thought it was important that Mr.
Steele hear from me directly that | was
aware of his work and was appreciative.
The Committee requested || NG
recerds related to this meeting, but the firm
was not able to locate any.*™

(U) Jlll led regular briefings that
contained Steele’s information for senior
Clinton campaign staff, which included
Clinton campaign manager | «»d
campaign chalrman John Podesta.”" i
also began “relaying . . . information
received from Fusion GPS to the DNC. ..
around . . . convention time.”**
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